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Last Saturday I subbed for Hannah our Inclusive Programs Director so she could go away for the weekend. Our newest staff 
member, Nick Weiss shared his wheelchair basketball skills with Gabe while his Dad, the talented Patrick Henry replaced 
the pump on our water feature,  Maxim and his sister repainted our worm bin loads of kids fed the bunnies and collected 
eggs from our chickens, there was a bug hunt happening and all kinds of games that we adults couldn’t quite follow. We had 
over 100 visitors to the PlayGarden that day, some in wheelchairs, one little guy learning to use his walker, a family from 
Vancouver following their visit to Seattle Children’s Hospital with a trip the garden. We all came together because of the 
PlayGarden. The reach of the PlayGarden is wide and deep. Those of you who come to play, those who contribute to our 
scholarship fund, those who share our story, those who offer to trim our enormous laurel hedge into a caterpillar, we built 
this dream, we created this dream together.

THANK YOU for bringing us together!	  

Elizabeth Bullard

Executive Director

My word of the year is Togetherness. 

I spend a lot of time thinking about what brings us together. Singing brings us together, common goals, food, shops 
and parks and the beach brings us together. I also think a lot about what keeps us together. Fear, distance, prejudice, 
segregated schools and workplaces, two tracks, the mainstream track and the disability track keep us apart.

Together we built this amazing slice of heaven called The Seattle Children’s PlayGarden. We built it together. We keep 
it running together. We play here. We work here, and we learn a lot about  ourselves and each other here.  At the 
PlayGarden we witness stories of togetherness from kids and adults who know too well the barriers to togetherness  
at the PlayGarden the social isolation experienced daily is just not a thing. 

As I review the year, I recall so many who have been absolutely critical to our success. As many of you know the PG is 
located in a city park. In 2003 we asked Ken Bounds the superintendent for his support and we got it!  Our partnership 
with Seattle Parks has made a good idea into a world class reality. Because we 
are located in a public park, we serve the whole community. We are  
a community center with nature and inclusion at its core.
 

We also partner with King county. Through the Best Start for Kids Initiative 
we have brought staffed Open Play to over 7,000 kids this year. Up until we 
received our BSK grant we had long waiting lists for our summer camp and 
preschool programs. Those waitlists are still there but we also provide over 
1,400 hours of free, no registration, drop in activities for those who cannot 
make it to camp or preschool. 

 



Preschool
Preschool 2018 served 75 students  from September to June. 54% of our students have disabilities or have a sibling with 
a disability and 36% of our students receive tuition assistance. We award $30,000 in tuition assistance, each year, and 
priority is given to children with disabilities, children of color, and children from low income families. No family is turned 
away from our preschool for financial reasons. More and more families of kids with disabilities are seeing an outdoor 
preschool program as not only possible for their child, but enormously beneficial.  Playing and learning alongside our 
typically developing students, we have preschoolers with feeding tubes, preschoolers who are nonverbal, and preschoolers 
who are wheelchair users, as well as preschoolers with language and motor delays. It is a joy to create and facilitate an 
environment that makes such inclusion possible. 

“Since starting school, Liam’s speech has improved, his personality has expressed itself in new ways, his motor skills have 
increased. The instructors have connected with him in ways that help him connect...taking walks, playing on the slide, feeding 
the chickens...these are all things that have brought him to life. The best part of him being able to attend, is his ability to be a part 
of a group of kids that help each other and build each other up. In their lifetime, there will always be people that will try to tear 
them down. The experiences that Liam has gotten with the PlayGarden will remind him that there will also always be people 
who lift him up. We will forever be grateful for the stepping stones that have started Liam’s journey, and will be forever grateful 
for the people who make donations that allow the stepping stones to be there.”   

- Liam’s Mom

Who We Are

“PLAY IS PLAY,  
NO MATTER WHAT BODY  

YOU LIVE IN.” -Ella Li

Mission
The PlayGarden’s mission is to provide children of all abilities a safe, accessible, and adventurous place to play.



Supported Employment
The PlayGarden offers employment opportunities for young adults with disabilities at camp, preschool and Open Play. 
Representation is important. The impact of seeing yourself represented, whether that’s in media or in the classroom,  
is powerful. Hiring young adults with disabilities  gives our preschoolers, campers and open play visitors with disabilities  
the opportunity to see someone like them, doing meaningful work in a job where they are respected and valued.

Summer Camp
Every summer the PlayGarden comes to life with nine weeks of summer camp. Each week we welcome 20-25 youth, ages 
3.5 to 21. There are four junior counselors, and ten teen and young adult counselors. Many of our counselors were campers 
themselves. Ella and her sister, Cleo have attended camp together for over 10 years. 

“My first memory of camp was Cleo absolutely falling in love with a counselor named Mica. Not many people know how to interact with 
nonverbal kids, but Mica spoke Cleo’s language. Cleo was in giggles and shrieks for hours upon end, and I never once had to check in on 
her. She finally found a space in which she could exist entirely, without interruption, without judgment, surrounded by friends”. 
-Ella Li, Camp Counselor   

Open Play
Full PlayGarden Experience to ALL who come to play. Free, staff supported, open to all, no registration required. 
Activities vary from day to day and are always designed to be accessible for people with disabilities, encourage parents/
caregivers and children to engage in intergenerational play, and promote interactions with nature. In 2018 over 7,000 
people came to play!

“I am so glad we found this place. My family just found out that my son has autism and it has been really hard on us navigating what 
it all means. We have been having a hard time with schools and we pretty much can only plan one week or so in advance for things 
because of all his new therapies and so this is great that we can just drop in when it works for us. And it’s free! We live just over in West 
Seattle so I am sure you will see us here a lot” - Parent of a three-year- old boy recently diagnosed with autism 

“YOUR HAND IS YOUR BASKET.  
PICK A HANDFUL OF BERRIES AND LEAVE

THE REST FOR OTHERS.”



2018 Accomplishments

We wrote a book! Last summer we held several focus groups with parents of children with disabilities, with other 
youth service providers and with kids themselves to learn about their experiences with inclusion. At the onset of this project I 
thought it was going to be hard to write a book, right? It’s hard to write, what do you include, how do you convey  all you want 
to, how do you begin to approach the deep stigma that disability in our culture carries, but it was easy. The parents and kids and 
coaches and dance instructors wrote the book.  
 

We wrote it together. The book is called “Say Yes to Kids with Disabilities. Stories and Strategies for 
Including All Kids.” It is filled with beauty and heartbreak, of stories of a small dance center that makes room for Winnie 
who has down syndrome, of the countless times families shared feeling hurt, angry, embarrassed and defeated by an outing that 
was supposed to be fun. It is being used across King County and the country  to help parents advocate for their child, and by 
youth care providers to help them include everyone in their programs and spaces.  

It is available for purchase or as a free download on our website: www.childrensplaygarden.org



Our Growing Garden

The capital construction project, called Pathway for Play is well underway. This project will add important safety, 
accessibility, and visibility features to our facility. Phase 1 of our Pathway for Play project, a brand new playground, was 
completed in June!

Our Pathway for Play project includes:  
* Front gate signage will replace the temporary banner we currently have.
* A kiosk that will be both a play feature for children and a community bulletin board for posting events, program information and     
   general information about the PlayGarden. 
* Tall Oversized Dandelions will mark the entrance and invite children to follow the seeds as they float into the PlayGarden. 
* Self-latching gates will be installed on all 8-side gates to ensure the safety of the users of the PlayGarden.
* Interactive play features including a wavy walkway, pebble chimes and art elements along the gravel driveway. 
* Ground Level Pathway lighting that will illuminate the long pathway from the street entry to the Garden House and Field House.

Wavy Walkway: Children entering the PlayGarden on wheels will be welcomed by an undulating concrete wavy walkway.

Funded by the State of Washington, private foundations and individual donors.

Design team: Stephen Hirt/ Artist, Trimpin/ Artist, Dennis Poon/ Associate AIA MIG-Portico, Wendy Welch/ Garden Designer, Liz Bullard/ PlayGarden ED, 
                        Andy Sheffer/ Project Manager, Seattle Parks and Recreation.Pathway for Play



2018 Donors & Supporters

Thank You!

10,000+
Ron & Marna Baer

1,000-9,999
Abe Bergman
Alan Black
Alison Lomaka
Alison Winfield
Amanda Trinidad
Catherine Bell
Christine & O’Hara Jimenez
Courtney Gerlich
Delaney Dechant
Drew Fillipo & Susan
Eric Frost & Erica Finsness
Gordon & Alida Wilson
Jack & Kathleen Kindred
Joan Dixon
John & Lee Neff
Ladd & Susan Moore
Marcia Zech
Meera Patel
Michael Doherty & Susan Foley
Nancy Heckler
Robert & Elaine Baer
Robert Farrow & Pam Klein-Farrow
Ryan & Sara Maxwell
Sena Johnson & Kushal Saha
Stephen C Bauer
Steve & Susie Barker
Teresa Moore

Tim & Mia Herrmann
Tyler Carr
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Beth Weir
Brian Covey
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Burnley Danner
Carol Ager
Christina Page
Cliff Meyer
Colin Duffy
Ed & Linda Marcuse
Elizabeth Romney
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Gia Bullard
Hans H. Mandt
Jake Bartholomy & Justin 
Goodman
Jim Bricker
Joel Benoliel
John Ryan & Jody Foster
Julie Lombardo
Karen Dluhosh
Kimball Rice
Lara Hruska
Laura Fujii
Leah Schoonover
Lisa Kinney
Lynn Dixon
Margery & Albert Einstein Jr.

Mary Beth Binns
Mary Jo & Michael Stansbury
Paul & Linda Suzman
Paul Kraegel
Peter & Frances Bigelow
Ricardo & Kathy Sitchin
Russ & Kay Finsness
Sebastian & Cecelia Lehmann
Steve & Jeanette Dassel
Trent & Sheri Peterson
Ty Cramer

101-499
Aaron Cahoon
Allison Brooks
Alvin Novack
Amy Curran
Amy HyunAh Pak
Andy Seaver
Angela Shapow
Ann McNally
Annette Becker
Arni Adler
Arthur Rains-McNally
Barry Lalonde
Bill Langer
Bob Weisel
Brooke Fitterer
Brooks Einstein
Bruce Amundson
Carey Goldenberg
Catherine Seaver
Chad Blevins
Charles Mayes
Charles Ogburn

Cheryl Henry
Chris Gill
Cindy Domingo
Daisy Fulgham
Daniel T Satterberg
David George
Dennis Poon
Diane Kroll
Diane Terry
Dina Alhadeff
Donna Orton
Doug Picha
Ellen Hecht
Emily Dexter
Eriann Pearson
Gabriele Dickmann
Gary Snyder
Gay Burton
Gregg & Elisa Ridley Greene
Hannah Gallagher
Jackie White
James Bullard
Jason Jorgenson
Jeanne Marie Lee
Jennie Fox
Jennifer Evans
Jenny Gamache
John & Catherine Rogers
John & Anne Herrmann
John Bigelow
John Morse
Jon Hoekstra
Joy Barker
Julie Kittle
Kate Bullard-Sisken

Katerina Lagos
Katherine Cortes
Kathy George
Kathy Stewart
Kelsey Williams
Kim Arthur
Kimberly Anderson
Kipper Jewsbury
Kristin McKinnon
Kym Lee
Laura Kerr
Laura Skelton
Lesley Poole
Leslie Garrison
Lori Gradinger
Marilyn Jacobs
Mark Del Beccaro
Mary Tudor
Matt Baer
Matt Dubin
Mechthild Rast
Michael Anderson
Michael Goodheim
Mike & Susan O’Leary
Mimi Heggelund
Nancy Robinson
Nikki Huang
Palmer MacKie
Pamela A. Mullens
Patricia Church
Patricia Larson
Peter Talbot
Pilar Salazar
Rachael Seevers
Rebecca Riesen

Rhonda Levitt
Rick Page
Robert Lasnik
Robert Wallner
Roly Alhadeff
Rose Yu
Rosemary MacKie
Ross Hays
Ruth Daniels
Sally Campbell
Sarah Bergman Lewis
Sean Gallagher
Shallyce Haverkamp
Shannon McMinimee
Sheri Hill
Sophia de Groen Stendahl
Sophie Barnett-Dyer
Sue Tong
Theo Mace
Tim Jaureguy
Todd Holec
Trina Torgelson
William H Gates III

1-100
Andrea Harris
Angela Griffin
Ann Blyberg
Anna Bergman
Anna Daniel
Barbara & Steve Bazinsky
Betty E Appleford
Carol Bergman
Carol Hoerster
Chelsea Kramer

Cheryl & David Ziker
Cheryl Kerfeld
Colleen Cross
Daniel Hinkley
Dawn Peterson
Debbie Kruse
Debra Jones
Diane Terry
Don Schlosser
Donna Zorn
Dwight Johnson
Eli Sitchin
Elizabeth Campbell
Ellen Kuo
Ellie D Grant
Frances & John Gregg Lewis
Gail Goralski
Garrett Thomsen
Gilbert & Mary Jane Anderson
Gloria Masters
Gregory Nelson
Hillary Turtle
Holly Rikhof
Isabelle Isidro
Jack Baldwin
Jane Downey
Jane Lester
Jean Gruber
Jeanne Bridgman
Jenny Jacobsen
Jessica Agi
Jessica Forsythe
Jill Mullins
Jocelyn Ascott
John F Cockburn

John Hardman
Jonathan Brown
Julia Reeve
Justin Martin
Karen McNally
Karen Rea
Kathy Gillman
Katie Walker
Kendra Carmickle
Kerry Sundholm
Kristin Church
Lawrie Williams
Leslie Boyer
Leslie Sakamoto
Lidia Farrow
Linda Medley
Margaret Pearl
Margot Case
Maria Figueroa
Maria McCarthy
Mariette O’Donnell
Marilyn Kent
Mariska Audriani
Martha Walters
Mary Abbott
Mary Figel
Mary Joan Burkland
Megan Gayman
Melanie Davies
Melinda Franklin
Michaela McCarthy

Monique McFadden
Morgan Larche
Nancy Carrington
Nancy Nelson
Neil L McReynolds
Nick Momyer
Noel Rees
Page Hopkins
Pam Holland
Patrick Bullard
Patrick J West
Patti Simpson
Paul Gilmore
Peggy M Hoban
Rebecca Newell
Rita Schwarting
Robin & Paul Laskowski
Robin Haguewood
Ruth Benfield
Ruth Schilling
Ryan Ford
Sharon & Brian Squires
Sharon Sakamoto
Shellane Adams
Simon Fuller
Steve Wright
Susan Picquelle
Teresa Bigelow
Theresa Shaw
Thomas F Carey
Wendy Welch



2018 Corporate & Government Donations
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32.4%

25.4%

42.2%

expenses

59%

14%

6%

20%

revenue

programs

programs individual donations

corporate and foundation donations

facilities fundraising

management

Adobe Matching Gift Program
Baer’s Furniture Co. Inc.
Bergman Draper Oslund, PLLC
Blindheim Company
Boeing Employees Community Fund
Brooks Powers Group
D.V & Ida J McEachern Charitable Trust
Glaser Foundation
ICAN
Isaac Alhadeff Foundation
Jordan Fund
King County Parks & Rec Division
Northwest Horticultural Society
Public Health Seattle King County
Ravenna Gardens

Sallee Foundation
Seattle Children’s Hospital
Seattle Department of Neighborhoods
Seattle Foundation
Seattle Parks Recreation
Sitchin Foundation Inc.
State of Washington
Sum of Learning
Cobb Foundation
The Norcliffe Foundation
The University Business Center
Tulalip Tribes Charitable Fund
Union Bank
United Way of King County
Uresco Construction Materials
Vitalogy Foundation

Our New Playground

Board of Directors
Abraham Bergman-MD, Patrick Henry, Susan Moore, Lynn Dixon, Paul Kragel
Mia Herrmann, Burnley Danner, Erica Finsness, Zoe Maddox, Charles Cowan-MD



THIS IS YOUR PLAYGARDEN. YOU BELONG HERE. BE KIND TO YOURSELF AND OTHERS.  

PLANT SEEDS AND WATCH THEM GROW. AND EAT THEM. LEARN WHY THE CLOUDS MOVE AND 

HOW THE SUN WARMS THE EARTH, WHY LEAVES FALL, THE SIGN FOR I LOVE YOU. PLAY BY YOURSELF AND 

WITH OTHERS. FIND TREASURES AND THEN HIDE THEM FOR SOMEONE ELSE TO FIND. INCLUDE 
EVERYONE. TAKE TURNS, SHARE SHOVELS, TRUCKS, AND TURNS ON THE SCOOTER. TELL EACH OTHER  

YOUR IDEAS AND STORIES. WHEN YOU HURT SOMEONE ON THE INSIDE OR ON THE OUTSIDE, ASK, “WHAT 
CAN I DO TO MAKE IT BETTER?” USE TWO HANDS WHEN PICKING KALE: ONE TO STEADY 

THE STEM SO THE ROOTS STAY IN THE GROUND AND THE OTHER TO PLUCK THE LEAF. NOT EVERYONE 
CAN DO EVERYTHING, BUT EVERYONE CAN DO SOMETHING. LEARN 

ABOUT WHAT THAT SOMETHING IS. CHICKENS AND WORMS CAN’T SWIM. BUT CHICKENS LAY EGGS AND 

WORMS MAKE OUR SOIL. YOUR HAND IS YOUR HARVEST BASKET. PICK A HANDFUL 

OF BERRIED AND LEAVE THE REST FOR OTHERS. DO IT YOURSELF, IF YOU CAN. ASK FOR HELP IF YOU NEED 

IT. OFFER HELP TO OTHERS. LISTEN TO THE RAIN, THE BEES, AND EACH OTHER. DRESS FOR 
THE WEATHER. ONLY CLIMB THE STRONG TREES, THOSE WITH THINK BRANCHES THAT DO NOT 

BEND. THE PAPA GOOSE IS NOT MEAN OR BAD, HE IS PROTECTING HIS FLOCK. WE ALL HAVE A 
PURPOSE. YOUR FRIENDS ARE MY FRIENDS, AND MY FRIENDS ARE YOUR FRIENDS. PLAY MORE.


